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es, Mre Fr 
Very well. 


x^mine or 


von eur 


neces Hitler alle 


IICT o 


Czechs 


hasized that from 
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know about his activities as Ambassador at London, 


about that? 


I knew of his activity and of his capacity there, 


about his activity even in the previous or prior days 
before he was the forcien ninister, whon there w 


possible formation of a government, the name von Neurath was menti 


candidate even though he cid net belong to the Party, or anythin 


of foreign relation, his name was mentioned nevertheless; and, in this 


nection the basic reason for his bein: mentioned for this rositicn as an 


ambassador at England was the chief m tivating factor of Hitler, 


reason this meant that Hitler, as well ss myself, 


that the nnections of von Nuerath very cordial, so far 


^s the British Government urath had a very vital 


interest in that connecti.r Hitler. 
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von Hin lent ere p 


ave to become 


»ointimen 


Neurath would keep good connections enc von Nourath 


SO. 


Were you 


H 


Fuehrer said simultane usly 


it y 
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of hiss! I left imeciately after the Fuehrer and followed him and 


all the other gentlemen that it was rather strange on the part cf the 


Fuehrer since momoershin in the Party was nct the topic of conversation. In 


addition, and » the Fuchrer had the plan to divide the 


? 


Ministry of Transportation and tc resurrect the old Postal Ministry and to 


take the expert of railroads, Dcrtruollor into the Ministry of Transportations 


1 
"IH 


he Fuchrer had told mo this previously and left it to me to tell von Hz 
pracually enc in a diplomatic way. 


"von Elz, your behaviour possible and I 


you te do is tc resim at this point." He said, 
equally 
since 


URP Co 
Secretary Mcissnor 


4 


P 41 1 
LCavo 


the cabinet ang jon inmedciatels heon I nade the remark as tc the 
Í'ostal auth 
ilem at that conferonco, 
cf March, 1938, in 


into Au 


the Foreimm Minis’ 


rein Minister von 


TEE eS 
loacership 


the Reichschancellory 


bI T1321 = 4418 
me Pusnrer "vol 


on foreinr 
itical matters would occur, such 
of the Fuchrcr, 


was not versed in 


"(^c T > ee Moss 
rs anc nc S L Neecne: 


Then it was to follow that vcn Neurath was not the deputy of the 


Minister out just in his absence was tc s as an acviser to you? 


c » 
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A He was not the deputy of the Forcim Ministers; that would nct 


been in keeping with his »ositicn ond his ranke The deputy cf tho Fore 


Secretary; I »elicve it was Mackensone 
was the ono who simot all correspondence and so forth and in the absence of 


the Foreim Min nister was only a at my disposal in such forei.gn pol 


matters as were expected to come up in the absence of the Foreirn Ministere 


You know of the protest which came in on the 11 of March, 1938, 
rom the British Ambassador an? which was adress d to von Neurath in which 
the British Ambass dor protested against the marching in of German troops? 

A That is no st extraordinary or unusual, On the evening of the 
narching in of the troops I; 
with the British Anbassacor anc 
was oint to Au 1s ti ria the next dy; that I would c 
| Nourath as 


Henderson had made hints that thoro would be protests 


Therefore, I wished te inform the British Ambassa 


evening before ond from this piece of information we can sec that he then 


turned te von Nourath, since I hed enr hasiged to him that -- "If you cono 


orcund with your nctes of protest I oerscnally cannot do very much in that 


connection," 


Dic von Nourath, after the Fcroirm Ministry had formulated the 
o the | protest, notify you by telephone of this procedure and did he 
ycu whether you would sanction and sim this reply as the deputy of 


Hitler? 


A That, of course, is so because I was the Dewy Head of State. He 


hac to show me the reply and it is also a matter cf course that I told hin, 


"Sim the note for as Deputy Head cf State I cannot sim diplomatie notes 
in that capacity." 


A Tr hank yu vory much, 


~~ 





N00 


18 March-M-DVR-3-1 
BY DR. SERVATIUS (Counsel for the Political Leadership Corps): 

Witness, in what connection and how far did the political leaders 
know of the intentis 2 as foreizn relations were concerned? How 
fer in advance were they informed by the Fuchrer? 

Political leaders is a very commrehensive c neept.e It includes 
everyone from the Reichsleiter to the Blockleiter or Zellenleiter, and as to 
inforuüingz the entire body as far as foreign political matters are concerned, 
such an informing never tok place and it could not take place since the 
Fuchrer made no utterances except the public ones which he made over the 
radia tc the entire pe 

|o political leaders, they were never called in 
one body to discuss political intentions which the Fuehrer had and which 
he had not already made public. He may have told one cr the other of the 


political leaders who, st the same time, had another position of state, 


or who was close to him in another waye He might have told such a man of 
his intention personal matt: b I would have to really think about 
that, in which case it was so, 

However, he never spoke to them in rveneral. Retrospectively, after 
events had taken place, he spoke tc e Gauleiters and referred to matters 
which had taken plac and t d abo the political intentions which he, 

time. 

DR. SERVATIUS: have no further questicns. 

BY DR. HORN nsel f. e defendant von Ribbentrop): 
ow much von Ribbentrop knew about military 
plans and intentions in his capacity as Foreign Minister? 
I do not know the exact details. In general, I can say the 
e applies, that only those people and -fficers who were 
ible for carrying cut the policies were initiated into the plans. 
Just how much the Fuehrer told von Ribbentrop on occasion about mili- 
tary plans, I did not know, 
Is it correct that Hitler set down the Guiding principles of 
all policies, including foreign policies? 
at is a matter of course. Foreign policy especially was the 


pt 


E O 
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Fuehrer's own realm. By that I mean to say that foreign policy on the 
one hand, and leadership of the Wehrmacht on the other hand had the gr 
interest of the Fuehrer and were his main Ww, rke 

May I conclude that he was interested in the particulars cf 


foreign policy? 


was especially interesvcd in the particulars, as I have 


already stated, in both of these directions.» 

Did Hitler prohibit you from making public the memorandum cf 
the 30th of August, 1939? 

He did not prohibit me from that expressly. I do not know whether 
he knew that I had it in my pocket, out generally he prchibited any such 
publication in that he prohibited the one wh was to have given it, and that 
was von Ribbentrop, from making it public or giving it out, so that I had 
this memorandum against the ex:ress wish of the Fuehrer,. I transmitted it, 
andmy transmitting it was a tremendous risk, and I beg cf you not to mis- 
understand me, I assume this responsibility. 

" You mentioned a few days agc the influence which the veri-us 
personalities had on Hitler. Do you know any facts from which we micht 
conclude that von Ribbentrop had nc influence on Hitler? 

4s far as influence is c neerned, influence on the Fuehror is 
Something which is very hard to define. Iw uld like to confide myself 
to the question at hand, the influence of Ribbentrop on the Fuehrer, 

4S to influence in the sense that von Ribbentrop cculd have led him 
or influenced him in any way, that is what he certainly did not have, 
However, as to arguments of an ojective nature set forth about his in- 
tentions and how they might, in 2 decisive W^y, influence 
thing or not to do it as far as foreicn » litical matters were c ncerned, 

r influence him to change his ideas, their influence was dependent on the 
strength of theargument and of the facts, I cannot answer fcr the rcle 
that anything like that played for I was not present at 99 per cent of the 
conversati ns between the Fuehrer and von Ridbentrope 

AS to influence in the sense that von Ribbentrop could have said, "Do 
this," or "Don't do it", I do mt consider that he had such influence. If 


the Fuehrer was convinced of any matter, Ribbentrop never had any influence. 


—6029— 
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Do you know any facts or 


iracy in the upper cireles 


"Conspiracy" may be varicusly interpreted. 


onservations which mi-ht point to a 


HNA MOA 


cone 
zovernment? 


In the sense that 


men would secretly and im the dark have talked about secret plans, that, 


of course, never took place, as ti 


that the 


conspiracy in the sense 


Fuehrer had comprehensive conferences and as a result >of these conferences 
L 


decided to do certain things, you may menticn ac nsyiracy 


connection, and I beg of you apain not to misunderstand me, 


yeers, as to those conversations which tc 


ths 


is concerned. 


The Western Hemisphere? 


Even if Germany had a 


+ 


nd the american conti 


i] background, 


he continuous 


the German fleet and 


the threatening of the American 


contrary, we 


have been very glad if we had 


far 2s South imrica is 


in the line of propaganda, 


direction, If you consider these 


ar and during the war, 


f Britain or J.merica, can 


With the very little foreign exchan 


export which we had, we eovld never 


been the case, the attitude of the 


different. The mark was not 


mar 
HN e 
LLIN è 


DR. H Thank you, 


between the Fuehrer and myself c uld have conspired, 


^necrned, I 
accused cf 


financial conditi 


'coerminin; 


only in that 
Throuch the 


say, 


k place, between hl and 


No one else 
of ag.ression on the 


you know about those 


r dominated Europe 
far ag I 
smallness of 
cover this distance, 
oken cf. On the 
from the other side and would 
tc about jan CF e 


worry Such a 


rnar 
KNOW 


that in that connection 
economic penetration in that 
ns which Germany had 
Germany's conditi ons with 
conclude the impotency of that attitude. 
ind the tremendous difficulty of 
compete or endanger them, If that had 


uth american countries would have been 


factor there, but the dollar. 
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BY DR. SIEMER (Counsel for the defendant Raeder): 


*he Frosenution is in possession of the diary of Jodl under the 
number 1909-PS. In this diary there are two entries concerned with the 
first half of 1940, to which I woule like to refer, and on which I would 
like to have your attituce, (€ two entries concerned Russia at a time 
when Germany and Russia were on friendly terms. 

brief entrics are as follows -- and I would lile to add that 
the substance of the intentions which are contained in these entries sound 
rather fantastic, and that is why I would like to have your attitude as 
the Commag in Chief cf the Luftwaffe, 
I would like to quote the first entry dated the 13th of February 19)0: 


n 


"Have learned from Admiral Canaris that the echelon Reivel is to 
be put to use against the Caucasus with bulk 
Force must explain with whom this false 

ond entry, the 3rd of May 


quote verbatim: 


"Fuchrer rejects request of the Luftwaffe to set up 


p a listening 
post in theUcucasus." 
as Commander in Chief of 


onnection with these plans and what facts were 


et the bas of yow thoughts and 





m 


À If the entry was on tho basis of intolliconee or reports by Canares, who 
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was the chief of forcien ccunter-intcllisence and if they were entered by Jodl 
in connection with the special intellirence corps, Bro»iliicn, I would like to 
say that because of his connecti n with this corps, to whom he fave counter- 
intellisence cr espionage tasks, and this squadron which I wentec to have 


especially secret but ho heard of this, I told the hich command c 


what the intentions of this squa Cro n was. ly intention -- and I had; 


decreed my intention was a very c definite and cloar one ==- the expression tha 


LE 


it was to do reconnaissenco in the Oauecs: 18, Syria enc Turkey would have 
much more corroct, But this mistake may have hanpened in the report being F- 
transmitted by Cana f; I had received d more and more reports c ntellircneo 
that in the direction :f Asia Minor thoro Wero tc be eatorprises arainst ho 
Russian oil fields of tho Ca : in thc region of Baku, and sc that the 
sorting of oil to Germany would be interruptode 

nder-in-COhiof cf the Lyftie affe as the one chiefly interested in 
the ! rin ‘ine in of Roumanian and other oil, 
arreement was cominz in from Russi » cni the Caucasus, At that time w 

synthetic oil : 

importin: centres my Luft twa. ffe would have been cai wilye In this 
connection I had tc bo oxtracr@tinarily alert, foll wins 
recording tho disturbing cf the oil situation in tho Caucasus, I hac 
situation checked and found that in S;ria there was an arny under Gonexl Weys 


hich hac tho name, "Orient Army," 1 was interested more in the ¢rownhs of 


D 


fli-ht squedrons in the Syrian area, not only Fro but En-lish squadrons, and 


is a is far as the intentions were, to establish French-Britis! 


squacronse I rocoivod these reports through onfi lential informati n in Turkey 
because there had been nogotiaticns with Turkey, that is, regarding flying , over 
Turkey, to bomb Baku, to damage the Russian cil ficlds, and to eliminate them as 
factors of help to Germany e 

This was the British-French intention, I knew, and I was duty-bound to ke 


yself informed as to what was going on in Syria byitself. 


o 


in knowing that aircraft were massing there point, 
no theatre of war, There was no damage from Germany. On the contrary, it 
oul have been understandable if all British and French aircraft hac been in 


hose countries, because they were needo^ theree 
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Then if my p Soc pe that the aircromes in Syria we 
reinforced anc that reinforcements 1 ays taking place 
an emphasis on the alleged intentions, 

ccll tho attention of th matters tbo the Fuchrcr, that there was 
dancer to Germany from i ^ the c purpose was S erved by the s ocond 
entry, not in the Cau but to erect them near the casuse I Jas: ntended 
to have seeret racic 


+ 
t 


the Caucasus, jaku, Ea st Turkey, to havo two or 
determino whether in these Cirections preparations 
aircraft was being carried out, that is, whethor intellirence cr reccmaisance 
on the oil fields was being carkied, so that wo nicht Ve à clear picture in 
this cirection. B , F 

At that tine I dic not have tho icd anc final pro of in my handse I 
kept everythin: back on m 1 lf only with the things concemed 
with my own l soctcr of tho Luftwaff o 
of tho whole situatio Lator fier th ich carain v oneluded, there 
was & confirmation of these intentions thro ch t o fincinge nfidontial 

on tho council cf war 5oetwoon En ien . an France, that my 
eon oxactly correct onc thet an i xtensive bombardment of the 
and to have it done with lichtning repi 
planned, 
intention hac een communicatec 
oreventede 
I uncerstcoc T 

Britain and Franco 
effect that the attacks on the oil fields were to be cirect acocinst the then. 
neutral Russia, as woll as against Goraeny, because all Xl supplies woulc be cut 


off? 


Witness, is i U as the Prosecution accuses you, that you were 
in the SA? 


mw 


There was nc such pesiticn or 
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In 1923 I was a commandant cf the SA which at that time 
a varying and small cer Toc in Wurttenbur^, 

Q For how long were you comandant? 

A Up until November, 1923, 

Q Was th at f rom 1921 -- 


From the beginning of 1923 to the enc of 1923, 


your influence 
at influence did you have? 
Please repeat tho questicne 


What was ycur influence as far a h rshin of the SA wa 


concerned or the informing == boforo1923 and after 1923? 


A From tho boginningof 1923 until NM-vorioor wy influence was c omplete and 


^ 


that is . gavo my instructions directe, After 1923 I had no 


` 


he SA and did not coit, 


Q How was it before 1923? Was the relation before 1923 the same as after? 


alreacy mentioned, until November, 1923, I wes the comuencont 


of the SA anc had the authority te sive instructions, After 1923 I hac nc 
instructicns or orders, After 1936 I believe 

with the Sh in an honorary capacity, but without riving any crders : 

occasion to zivo any orc 


Q In tho course of your testimony curing the last week you roforro? to tho 


SA people, and y: ic that they were clwo coady to make creat sacrifices. 


What was the visible nature of these 


i Sacrifices cf tho SA men were nat thay gave their entire time without 


being reimbursed, revo their freo time to the -orty: that they cid without 
3 »- S DP Jj 1 


family life or recroation, so that in the »criod cf our difficult time, when we 


had trouble at mectings, they were always at the disposal of tho arty, ånd I 


n. C M 


considered this a sacrifice, for tho meters of tho SA were workers and very 
small people who had very little time, which thoy really needed for recreations 
but they were always reacy in every way to serve the party and to serve the ideal 


of the party. 
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Did these people receive material promis 


Q 


A None at all. 


Is it correct that, after the tak 


Cori who came into the correct that 
of power Communist provokers sneaked 


into the SA? 
A That was a very strange matter. After the taking over of 
against which they had really expected, 
where it was easier large mmbers of 


power we acted 


especially in 
+ vera ver r 


rb entered th e Party Lt WAD 


^I 
OI 


the then head of 


book people into the SA who did not have to be member 
^ at ms} ^ ^ E 
exis ef orc Anyone 


Y r 
nad exis Lea 


~~, Sec y dl. +1 A LT 
elonging to the Party. the say 


Ae 
Ac 


QU Wi TE 
LLLE TNG M US 


Em 
lese 


day that four 


Cu. GA Tu 
Strass to 


which di: 


he Tribunal considers 


JAAS 


: : 
ne 1S now Saying. 


7 in the course of 


According to the Prosecution, it is stated that the 


gangsters, and I believe lf duty-bound to 


at m 
statene 


correct this 
do with what I said. It may 


DENT. 


E PRESIDENT 
be that the Prosecution Probably they have. 





HERI 


H0086 — 0015 


I was pointing out to you was t the Defendant Goering has been all 


^to 


over this ground in the evidence he has already given and the Tribunal 
DR. BOEHM: Yes is may apply to my first t 


I would like sk, how did 
connection with the 
a revolution was to be ton peacefully or by war? 
unusua 
very 
would nat uncerstou 


Wolo 


0^ - aA and 4. } 
neecrned vL LUN t 


lorsail} 
VOYSALIlOGS 


Y^ 
dad 


power 


nd disregard 


LL. 


UN AS "TER m 3s erst deu 
une laws Qi nun LUY 


I do not quite comprehend just how the Så, its leader 


on, we wish 


anwonc ^ 
anyone can 





further say that wo vill 


act as inhunanly as 


poss: 


"nn 
AINT 


LLI 


e SA in no form was 
told, "You will march t 


a 


leaflets and } pamphlets," a 


qa Dae 
ulme 


> 
)onoc 


n 


individual m 


always 


vonorrow or the day 


of tho 


nod in thi 


TO 


make war, that we will murder anc 


nd that in no case will we ever 
I cannot imagine that anyone but 

this nature toward 
The SA 


ever politically informed, was 


after; you will distribute 


nd other things. 


taking over of power there 


Varna enda 
were meas S 


M 


ure 


LS, OP were these measures according 


leadership? 


acc 


ai aaner atat a 
o aire ALY Stated 


Id 


orrect that 


middlo or top 


"n117]3- YO e$ +} 
miilion young there 


people 


lividual or particular o 


hat I had very little to do with the 


MItt 


however 


prohibited from acting 


ses of individu 


contrary, tha 


strict 


orders 


33444. ^ "d Ae qu^ 
Lntervention ma 


e cf complaints of t 


MY 


inning 


bog: 


that I mean, on the 


m E : ^ 
direction, 


They had 


P d 


whe 
" VIL 


Ropi» 

Berlin, 

witzon, intervened very 
that two years 


he Berlin Gaulci 


belicve you just said, 


when the police 





IT TET 


prohibited from acting against tho SA? 


No, it is not to be takon that way 


^ K^ 


individual men woro always curbod by the police. Many SA mon were 


convicted. 


in the Prussian police system, and in the police system the 
other states had, wore SA members used only, or wasn't it that all 


Germans whe at that time wished and voluntesred to enter the police 


system were oxamined and investigated and used accordingly? 


There was a cleansing of the police, a cleansing according 


to our concept, and by that vo meant we invo 


elenents 
were very strong for the Party and which were still influ 


hostile parties so that their use no longer tenable, and these 


no longor used, small percentage, in 


ı with the total nunber Schutzpolizei were 


wore uniforms, and voluntary 


existing 


nization, and those who came from the 


adantabi lity 
ki werd. ui 


tests that were given them. 
1l were not ta! con. 


onnectod with the police 


efly was used 
emergency measures and in physical training, 
shovel snow, to clean up bomb damnage 


After 1934 the significance 


m. 4 h] doa vam a 
declined tren 


be understood, 


power did no longer exist after the taking over of 


and they were used in tho activitio just set forth. During 


and after the war it was to be 


the chief background for tho various military clubs or veterans clubs. 


It was to be a melting pot of the various veterans! organizations, 


bo its final usc. 
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Do you know at whe otecl Helmets, in an agreement between 


Fuchrer and Saucke 


Is it correct that simil: 


so-called Gleichsch 2, C oordination 


VIC. UL ils 


ua INS sis au D ^ 
sna 


moer Lp Doiore 


5 


12 Shia Maite 
taken 1 the Caolagot? 


uutes 


on WLtA 


^1 


wei LIOU 


OYnacmemoomato 
CAGE ECPATC 


ci 
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Q Some men seem to have been trained, Can you tell me where these 
men were trained anc fo at purp > you know anything about Fuchrer 
schools? 


Yes, there were fuehrer schools fcr every organization. Every 
ization hac its schools where those were trained who in their e 
have leacing positions. I ean only imagine that the Prospectuion is p 
confusing —— or perhaps wish to say that sono ie S4 leacers had prelininary 
military trainings; that is hey were trained the reading of charts, but that 
: ' 


our ^ b E UO mr - vl 3- 
is beyonc the scope of my knowledr 


Q May I ask you to tell me the connection of the "Felcherrnhalle" to 
the SA anc the Wehrmacht? There was a pimant b he name cf "Felcherrnhalle," 
can you tell me the connection: 


^ 


After the Si had various "Standcarten" from th uenrcr, those units 


were really military units, as for insta ce, the "Leibstandarte", the 


Unit. The Så leacership req bec to be prantec one unit which it might 
so that it might use this as & parade unit, anc 
'eldherrnhalle'", The ad tze suggested to the Fuchrer 
ered 
When I saw this unit 
-— I believe at a Party rally at Nurnber = it impressed me 
ny selected and very nice looking young men, 
I was not gratefu | the SA for the positi hey gave me, for when 
I saw this beautiful unit I dissolved this unit and k it into the Luftwaffe 
onc made my first paratrooper unit, so that after a brief existence, this unit 
was a regiment of the Luftwaffe, 
I believe thet this was rather unp] 
quite some time before the SA leader undertool i^ve anothe Mt by the same 
none, "Felcherrnhalle", and he mace this unit very much sn Gn, anc they stood 
for the top Sa leadership, and he did not make me the leader of this unit 
second tine, 
Q according to my information, personal information I received from an 
SA gruppenfuehrer anc other information which I had through reacing, t 


"Foldherrnhalle" was not armed until it came into the Luftwaffes, Is that cores 


rect? 





me TIT LLL 
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A No, that is not correct, I do not believe I can say uncer oath, but 


I believe they received rifles shortly before they were taken into the Luftwaffe, 


just rifles, but as I said before, I can not tell you exactly, 

In this connection, I would also like to mention, boeecusc the 
Prosecution mentioned this point -- I would like to emphasize that this reciment 
was a paratrooper unit which was used in'the action "Gruen" anc had been intended 
to be uscd, I vas solved 
peacefully, after th pation of the Sudetenland, we hac maneuvers and had 
the men jump, but purely for purposes of maneuvers, and this was the landing at 


Freudeuthal which the Prosecution has mentione at that time they landed in 
blue uniforms, anc, as could be easily se hey were a regiment of the Luftwaffe, 
As a matter of courtesy, I attende 

Q In the wa Cid the Sa ever have a strategic or practical role when 
it cane to the deployment of manpower? 

the Sj as such was never used 

in a tactical 
toward the end 

Q Is it correct that the SA in the occupatio 
Sudetenland and the Czech state, that they were 

That case was handled by the Austrian They were usec as auxiliary 

police, The Austrian Legion, which was in the Reich was, accordi 2 to my express 
orders anc according to the exp | L* eyss-inqunrt, held back and not used 

vas used only after the absolute consolidation he Austrian situation and 


1 


was returned hone. How far units in the Sudetenland after the 
o was riven over to Germany, I do no W hear. that Sudeten Germans were 
involved who haŭ to flee prior to that time anc who were now returning. When 
the Czechoslovakian state wa 'ceupiec, I can not sce that closed SA units would 
ave had a part in the marching in of our 
ul¿ the members of the S4 have 


n 


the intention of the SA leadership, they might be used for the execution 


id not quite get the substance of your question, 
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Q Could the members of the SA know thot according to the intention of 


1 


SA leacership, they micht possibly be used to commit crines? 


Of crimes, never, 


Now, I have a last question, but I believe thst in a cort^in sense 


1 B , Ur 


you nave already answered that question. Were the members of the Sá cognizant 


of tho ains of the SA? Dic they know them at any time, or could they be trom 


to thon, or shoul they have been known to them? Or could these men have known 
that the intention of the SA or of the leadership might be that crimes w uld 
ne -- things which ^ro considered vy the Prosecution as crimes 
against the peace? 
y answered these questions, 


The Tribunal will adjourn now for ten minutes. 


(4 recess was taken) 





BEI ORNI 


DR. BOEHM: Mre President, I should like you to permit me to ask a few 
more basic questions, namely, the question of honorary leadership in the SA4 
BY DR. BOEH: 

Q Thure were honorary leaders of the SA, namely, obergruppenfuehrers 


down to sturmfuchrers, Witness, I should likc you to tell me what Sisnificance 


these honorary leacership posts had, particularly in regar! to permission to 


issue orders to the 34, and altogether what its influence could be, 

A The honorary leaders of the SA were appointed by the most heterogeneous 
Sort of standarde They had a loose representative function, that is to say, they 
functioned snd represented the S4 ot Party meetings, They were by no mezns active 
members of the SA anc. were not informed of any internal activities of the SA, 
Their function was purely decorative, 

BY DR. 

Q Witness, can one say that e Gestapo in the year 1933, when it was 
createc by you, was a neticnalesctialist fighting organization or was it rather 
an administrative orsanizction such ss the criminal police or other state organ 
ications? 

A I ‘mphasizec that this is a purely state orgaiization in order to 
Support the pclice that then existec. At this tie there was not even the slirht- 
est connection with the Party} the Party had no influence or commandecontrol or 
any other such thing over the Gestapo, It was xclusively a state institution, 
The members who were present in it alrozdy or who later came into it were 
orcinary state officials, 

Q Did this condition change after Himmlor took it over, until 1945, so 
far as you know? 

Until 1934 it was exactiy as I described it, then it became stronger 
expanded anc took in elements of the SS, But these Nlements had to 
pass an examination, then they beessae officials anc remained officials, Then F 
heard later that nothing changed so far as this official character of the rembers 
was concerned, but gra tually ir the course of the years officials, whether they 
Pome rank in the S3; .so that leading Gestapo 
ials who until “he year 1937 or 1940 had nothing to ^o with the 3¢ and who 
me from the previons time, that is to say, from previous Weimar police, 
f 


eless, thoy romaine} o icit|s, that is to Say, the Gestapo was un insti 
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tution compose. of 

Do you know anythin about whether or not Himmler, after the seizure 
of power in his capacity as police presicent, also had something to co with the 
leadership of the criminal police in Bavaria? 

So far 3s I know and so far as I have already saic Himmler was first 
of all police president of Munich very shortly, one or two weeks, then he called 
himself police commissar of Bavariag anl after a month or six weeks I don!t know 
whet he collec himself, what his title was, but ce facto he became chief of 
police of all German countries, with the exception of Prussia, 


Q You said previously that the officials of the Gestapo were taken into 


t 


~ 
ji 


the SS, Did this happen v luntarily or was some cohersion put on them in order 
to bring about this membership? 
A I heard this only from individual officials whom. I hed known before 
anc who knew about this. They wore not taken into the SS, but they rece’ ved an 
official rank in the SS. It wis Hicoler!s idea that the SS and Gestapo, both 
of which he was the leaver, that they should amalsomated, What the individual 
instances were I cca not say, Pernaps I cid not state this exactly correctly 
before, but I did to the best of my knowled:e, 
Q ou szid Lefore that the officials in 
police that existed at that time vere taken into the stai poli Was this cone 
after their voluntary application or were they c 
transferred in individual cases? == or were they 
It is not correct for you to say at the officials of the political 
police were simply incorporated into the Gestapo; rather in this sector, they 
were, because there was a political police epresentative there in opposition to 
us and that situati 1ad to be 4ovec. Subsequently new people came in and 
the number was consider] nlarzed [he new officials were taken frcu the 
rtnentss criminal, political, and others; and as I have already 


4 
D 


brought in from the outside after careful serutiny of their 


political oriontation, Now, to what extent actual replacements took place, == 


Mueller, fcr instance, was replaced, == that I do not know, I do not believe 
that there were many such replacements, since I had nothing to do with the Gestapo 
after I had once established its general policy, 
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I knew tim. 


Do you knw that he and his inmediate staff originated in the political 


before 1933? 


I io not know that; I knew only that he came from Bavaria, 


Dic you know that the sccret police cid not take part in the excesses 


on the 9th of November 1/38? 


; I have always been of the conviction that they dic not take part in 


A 


that, but I saw here u document which at Least iustreeted then not to interfere, 


Q If I un’erstond ycu correctly, yc aic exactly that on the 9th of 
November, after your return to Berlin, yo 
Dic this communication take place only beesuse you wanted m pwecise information 
or dic it happen because you thought the Gestapo had had some active participa- 
tion in these excesses an. in carrying them out? 
conviction that the Gestapo hac taken an active 
part Se 2 vities I cert^inly shoul’ not have inqu'zed of them, I com 


missionec my collaborators to find out thr uh the Gestazo, because it hac the 


M uU 


cifferent to 
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Q Is it correct that when you surrendered your positon as Chief 


of the Police to Himmler, that such behavior was unworthy of the Gernan Police 


and that drastic measures would be adopted towards police members who were 
guilty of such acts? 
I did, when I surrendered that office, and in my speech there are 
passages in it. 

Q Did you know that there was an order from the RSHA, after your 
resignation -- that an order existe’, according to which every officer was 
forbidden to  oonmit any such violent act? 

A What orders were issued after my resignation, I do not know, 

Q Do you know anything about the fact that there was never an order 
to treat prisoners violently? 

A I sould only say with absolute certainty that I didn't know of such 
order or permitted such order, but otherwise I was outside of Purriae I had 
no connection with what orders might have been issued then or were not issued; 
that lies outside my knowledro,. 

Q Do you know anything that, contrary to this order, actually, generally 
in the Gestapo, such events did take place or could you say that if they did 
happen, could it have been only excessive on the part of individuals? 

tine I was immediately concerned in the Gestapo and at that 
time, as I often stated, such excesses did take place and punishments did 
take place, The officials know, in other words, that if thcy did sach things 
they ran the danger of being punished. A large number of them were punished 
and what happened later, I cannot supply information on. 

No more questions, 

e Babel for tho SS and SD. 

BY DR, E,B EL: 

Q Witness, did It have to bo the same conditions for honorary 
membership in the SS as in the SA? 

A 

Q Do you know what these c onditions were? 


A No LJ 
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Was there the possibility of refusing that appointment? 

I believe so. 

Did you know that the sreatest development of the Waffen SS took 
placo aftor 1939? 

THE PRESIDENT: The licht has shewn three times since you havo been 
addressing your questions to tho defendant, 
BY DR. BANEL: 

I repeat, Do you know what the reasons for tho growth of the Waffen 
SS, after tho year 1939, wor.? 

The first revision of the Waffen SS was to include the best human 
material in the SS and who fought very bravely. The Fychrer then gave future 
Support to Hinmler's suggestion that the Waffen SS be further enlarrede 
The army and also the air force just about protested against this because this 
skimming off the best of the fighters from tho army and the air force left a 


number of those who were also eligible for the Fuchrer CorpSe The Fyehrer 


originally dic not want any other carrier of arms but the Wehrnacht, to any 


extent, but asrecd more and more to Himmler's requests in this direction, 
When it becare more and more difficult to find reserves during the course of 
the war, Hirmler more or less deccived the Fuchrer with the statement that 

he was in a position to provide a large number of SS divisions, and so on, 
This, of course, was a welcome piece of news to the Fuehrer since he needed 
troops badly but as 2 matter of fact, Himmler was using altogether different 
methods than those of voluntary cnlistmentse i of all, Himmler ezcated 
on paper a number of new SS divisions and transports and he said he did not 
have the people for these divisions, and we heard that he had taken hig 
deputy leaders from other SS divisions and put them in these new divisions 
and for this and that reason, and the necessary reserves were not here at the 
time, and the army and air force were those who bore the brunt of this; he had 
to recruit from tho ground forces and from the anti-aircraft batteries. This 
aroused much cissatisfaction from my personnel in tho air force because none 
of them wanted to join this organization of Himmler!s voluntarily. The 


Fuehrer then commanded that oven from reserve units of the army and of the 


men should be surrendered to tho SS. I can only think of that part 
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was taken from the air forco by coercion anc I should judge, without 
documentation, that there were 50,000 such men so recruited Then, because 
this aroused such excitement, I arranged that all those who were usec for 
grovnd fighting in tho future should not belong to the SS but should be 
incorporate into new parachute divisions, The Fuehrer agreed because in the 


last phase of the war, the parachute units provo? . ¡to be tho most useful 
and the strongest and was superior to the SS in fighting ability and 
resistance, From that time on no further contingents of the air force were 
incorporated into the SS and, so far as I know, no more SS divisions were 


createde 


DR. BABEL: No further questions. 


DR. LATERNSER: Dr. Laternser, for the General Staff and the OK. 


BY DR. LiTERNSER: 
was the attitule of the General Staff of the Army towar: 
the waging of an accressive war? 
Their opinion was purcly professional, that is to say, the General 
Staff examined all the possibilities of the wacing of a war and this 
was its job. Its attitude towards its om activity was one -- and I 
emphasize -- which was very retiring and modest. At this tine I must mention 


the Reichswehr and 
the fact that most of the officers! staff had come from —— 


that through the 15 per of its ates its orientation had L not been 


aasi the MESE of war, 
meer et 


not well imagine in general their waging a wai Thus , the General Staff 
was much more modest in this revard, almost pacitifistic when 
one compares it with general staffs in generale 
Q Do you know generals or admirals who wanted war? 
A Noe 
ERNSER 


LATE No further questionse 


PRESIDENT: Do the Chief Prosecutors wish to cross-examine? 





CRCSS EXAMI 


BY MR. JUSTICE JACKSON: 


Q You are perhaps 


expound to us the true principles of the Nazi Pa arty 


of its leadership 


A 


Q You, from the very 1 


with you, intenced to overthrow, and 


Republic? 
A That was my firm intention, 


Q And upon coming into power 


government in Gemany? 


are correct that, 


& system uncer which authori 


downward 


derstandin 


it once more as I understand 


responsibility resided in the 


anonymous power of whole. 


the opposite of that, and 
È 3 


permission was given from 


In other words, you 


as we do, in 


possessors of power and authority? 


pol 


by a different way that was previously used, 


used in other countries. We also w 


6019 


aware that you are 


eginning, 


later did 


authority 


people, through 


is not entirely correct. 


Tn 


WAT 
INATION 


the only living man 


and the inner 1 


I am perfectly clear on that subject, 


together with those who were associste 


overthrow, the Weimar 


parliamentary 


Speaking, yet 


government was 


principle which you have described, 


only at the to; is passed 


ow, is that correct? 


I should like to explain 


an parliaments, the 


it represented the 


er's principle we arranged for 


went from above to below anc the 


to the 


Cid not permit Government 


heir representatives, are the 


We repeatedly called on the 


ulation from time to time to express their opinion of our system, only 


and in a different way that is 


re of the point of view that, of course, 





NN 





"ir 1 


A Let us understand this correctly, We lived long enough through 


that period of o positione It was ow time not to be a party of opposition, 


but to build up, 
Q After you came to power, you == if necessary in order to maintain 
power -= suppressed all opposition j^rties? 
^ We found it necessary that we permit no opposition to us, 
2 And you also hedd the theory that you should suppress all individuals 
opposed to your porty lest it shouli develop into a party of opposition? 
A So far as opposition is concerned in any form, the opposition of 


each individual person was not tolerated unless it was a matter of 


unimportance, 





Q Now, in orde > make sure that you sup; 


incivi;tuals also, you found it necessary to have 
detect opposit? on? 
have alreny stunted that I knew that to 


tho political p lice oxisted, 


And upon ceming into pewe you als nsi 


establich concentration cams to 


aaier e4 
already sta 


at there 


+ 5 
e 3 a 
62 aros a 
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stronger 


> 


idered it immediately 


all incorrizible 


»] 


AM 


attacking u 


413 A 
CLL uS wnat 


turned 


uch acts, 
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concentration campse I am now peaking of tho beginninze If for any reason 
taken into custody for political reasons, this could not be 

ple were ta 


was 
ken into custody for no 


ae? 
an 


someone 
reviewed by any courte Later, when peo 


asons, but becouse they e e e e 


t's omit thate I have not asked for thate I just want you to 
to bring out any 


my questione Your counsel will have 
explanation that is neccss2rye 
^u did prohibit all court review, and considered it necessary to 


DOC 
i Vy 


ple into what is called 


prevent court review of the reasons for taking 
"protective custody"? 
That I answered very clearly, but I would like to make an explanation 


A 
nection with my answere 
Now, the 


Your counsel will see to that. 


in con 


> 
Se 


Im. JUSTICE J30] 
Tribunal feels that tho witness 


concentration camp 
‘re Justice Ja6kson, tho 
ich he cares to make in 


THE PRESIDE r 
atever cxplanation whi 


should be allowed to 


questions 
The ^ribunal fools that you may be permitted to 


OTC. 
> 


asians VIN 


your answersy 
PRESIDENT: I did not mean that to apply generally to his 
nis particular answers 


apply to thi Í 
In connection with your question that these persons could 


m" 
S an oraer 


want to say that was 


soncentration camps were to be informed 


by the Fuchrer 


not be revicwed by the court, 
| over tc 


hat those who wore turned ov 

of the reasons that they were there after twenty-four hours had elapsed, 
and aftof forty-eight hours, or after a short period of time, they should 
> attorney 


have the richt of 
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But this by no means rescinded the order that a review by courts of political 
arrests was permissible, I simply wanted to give these people the right to 
express their own opinions on what had happened to them. 
Q And protective volar meant you were taking people into custody 
who had not committed any crime but who you thought might possibly commit a 
crime, 
} 


A Yes. /People were arrested and taken into protective custody who 


had committed no crime, but of whom one could expect that if they remained 


in freedom they would do all sorts of things to damage the German state. 


Q Now, it is also a necessity in the kind of state that you had that 


you have some kind of organization to carry propaganda down to the people and 
to get their reactions and inform the leadership of it, is it not? 

A I didn't quite understand the conclusion of that question. 

Q Well, you had to have organizations to carry out orders and to 
carry your propaganda in that kind of state didn't you? 

A Of course we carried on propaganda, and for that reason organized 
a propaganda department, 

4 You carried that on through the Leadership Corps of the Nazi Party, 
did you not? 

4 The Leadership Corps was there to inform the people of the 
propaganda and our attitude, 

Q Through your system of gauleiters and kreisleiters, down to 
blockleiters, commands and information went down from the authority, and 
information as to the people's reactions came back to the leadership, didn't 
it? 

A That is correct, The orders that were given for propaganda or 
other purposes were passed down the line as far as necessary, On the other 
hand, it was a matter of course that the reactions on the part of the people 
were again transmitted up through the various offices, in order to keep us 
informed of the mood of the people, 

Q And you also had to have certain organizations to carry out 


-- executive organizations, organizations to fight for you, if 
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necessary, did you not? 

A Administrative organizations were, of course, necessary. I don't 
understand exactly what organizations you mean. For what fights? 

@ Well, if you wanted certain people killed you have to have some 
organization that would kill them, didn't you? Roehm and the rest of them 
were not killed by Hitler's own hands nor by yours, were they? 

^ Roehm -- I explained that there that was a matter of state 
necessity? 

Q But whether it was state necessity to kill somebody, you had *$o 
have somebody to do it, didn't you? 

A I also know other states where it is called secret service or 
Something else, 

Q And the SA, the SS and tne SD, organizations of that kind, were 
the organizations that carried out the orders and dealt with people ona 
physical level were they not? ; 

A The SA never received such an order to kill people. The 8A 
in my time did not, Later on I had no influence. The only orders that 
were carried out without court order that were given were against a few 
people in the Roehm Putsch, anc this was carried out by the police or by a 
state organ, 

Q What police? 

A So far as 1 recall, through the Gestapo. t any rate, it received 
the order to fight against enemies of the state. 

Q And the SS was for the same DDA. das it not? 

A At this time, in north Germany, not; what the case was in south 
Germany I don't know. 

w Well, the SS carried out arrests and carried out the transportation 
of people to concentration camps, didn't it? You were arrested by the SS, 
weren't you? 

A Yes, but I said later, 

* At what time did the SS perform this function of acting as an 


executor of the Nazi Party? 
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A After the seizure of power the police came to be more and more 
in the hands of Himmler,and it can no longer be understandable to somebody 
outside this picture where the SS was active and where the Gestapo was active. 
They worked very closely, hand in hand. It is knom that the SS guarded 
concentration camps later, 

Q And carried out other functions in the camps? 

^ What functions do you refer to? 

Q All of the functions of the camps, didn't they? 

A If an SS unit was guarding a camp and an SS leader was in charge 
of it, then it could only be that urit that carried out all the functions 
necessary in the camp, 

not à secret system. This entire system 
was openly avowed, its merits were publicly advocated by yourself and others, 
and every person entering into the Nazi Party was enabled to know the kind 
of system of government you were going to set up, wasn't he? 

^ Every member of the Party knew that we embraced the Fuehrer 
principle, knew the specific measures we wanted to carry out, so far as they 
were stated in the program, but every member of the Party did not know what 
was going to happen up to the most minute details, 

Q But this System was set up openly and was well known, was it not, 
not as to everyone of its details. As to organization, everybody knew who 
the Gestapo was, did they not? 

A Yes, everyone knew who the Gestapo was, 

Q And what its program was, in general, not in detail? 

A I explained that program in detail. At the beginning I described 
that publicly, and I also spoke publicly of the tasks of the Gestapo, and 
also those in foreign countries, 

Q And there was nothing secret about the establishment of a Gestapo 
.S a political police, about the fact that people were taken into protective 
custody, about the fact thst there were concentration camps? Nothing secret 
about those things, was there? 


4 There was nothing secret about that at all, 
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vw As a matter of fact, part of the effectiven.ss of a secret police 
and a part of the effectiveness of concentration camp penalties is that 
the peop.e do know that there sre such agencies, isn't it? 

å It is true that i^ everyone knows that if he acts against the state 
he will end up in . conce xtre‘ion camp or will be accused before a court of 
high treason, vhat is to our advantage. But the original reason why 
concentration camps were created was to handle enemies of the state, 

Q Now, that is the type of government, the government which we have 
just been describing is the only type of government which you think is 
necesscry to govern Germany? 

^ I should not "ike to say that the basic charzceteristic of this 
government and what vas most necessary about it ws the immediate organization 
of the Gestaro and the concentration carps in order to receive our opponents. 
Over and above that, ve had much more important things to take care of, 

These were not the baric founcations of our governmer.+ 


Je 


Q But all of these things were necessary things, as I understood you, 


to protect? 


A Yes. These thinos were all necessa y because of the opposition 


that was present. 


Q And ~ assume tht that is the only kind of government that you 


think can function in Ge many under present conditions? 


Under conditions then that was, in ry opinion, the only possible 
also Cemonctrated that Germany uld be raised in a short tine 


m its miserable poverty to mlative pr 


~ Now, all of tais authority of the state was concentrated? Perhaps 


taking up anotier sub ject. he intent torecess at this time? 
THE PRESIDEIT: The Tribunal Wil? adjourn, 


(A recess was taken until 1400 hours) 
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far I was comected in this 


there my defendant in the box you know of who did not cooperate 


toward that 


l 


A As far as tho defendants are concerned, that none of them wasin 


bstructec tho Fuehrer in any way is of course definite, but I 


call your attention to the fact thet we must differentiate between 


the questions that are being put to mo are quite general 


d with a à of tine, of, say, twenty-four to twenty-five 


1t to call your attention tc 
uncerstand it, w 
Sovict 
I was informed 


be unnocossory but al 


of the opinion that this 


E Somes M^ d e aly 
ore important tasks. 


attack at that time even 


of a mobilization, put hoped 
useful, and thought that time 


f the opinion that 


uld arrive anc mischt arrive at any 


I will only repeat my question, which I think you have not answered. 


Dic you at that tine see any military ne for an attack by 
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A I personally believed that at that period of time, the danger 
had not reached its zenith; therefore, at that time, the attack might not 
be necessary, but I emphasize that that was my personal view, 

Q And you were the Number Two man at that time in all Germany? 

A It has nothing to do with my position of second importance, 

Two points of view were contradictory. The Fuehrer saw one danger, and 
the Fuehrer was the Number One man, and if you wish to put it that Way y 
had I wished to put another strategic measure through and if my plans had 
gone through, then I would have become the Number One man, but since the 
Number One man was of a different opinion and I was only the second man, 
his opinion naturally prevailed. 

Q I have understood from your testimony -- and I think you can 
answer tnis Yes or No, and I would greatly appreciate it if you would -- 
I have understood from your testimony that you were opposed and told 
the Fuehrer that you were opposed to an attack upon Russia at that time. 
Am I rigat or wrong? 

Ibat is correct, 
Q Now, you were opposed to it because you thought that it was a 


dangerous move for Germany to makes; is that correct? 


A Yes, I was of the opinion that the moment -- and I emphasize 


again that at that time the decisive moment had not come and that more 


expedient measures should have been taken for Gerrany e 

Q And, again, because of the Fuehrer system, as I understand you, 
you could give no warning to the German people; you could bring no pressure 
of any kind to bear to prevent that step, and you could not even resign to 
protect your own place in history. 

À There are quite a few questions coming together at one time, and 
I would like to answer the first one, 

The first question was to the effect, I believe, whether I took no 
occasion to tell the German people about this danger. I had no responsibilit; 
in that connection, We were in the war and at war, and any difference of 
opinion as far as strategic problems were concerned could not be brought 


before the public during the course of à war. I believe that never in the 
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y course of history has anything like that happened, 

As far as my resignation is concerned, I do not wish to debate about 
that, for during a war I was an officer, a soldier, and I was not concerned 
with whether I shared an opinion or not. I had to serve iy country as a 
soldier. 

Point Three: It was not my task to tell a man whom I had given my 
oath of loyalty to and to separate myself from him if he was not of my 
opinion. If that had been the case, I would not have had to bind myself 
to him, and it never occurred to me to leawe the Fuehrer, 

@ As far as you know, the German people were led into the war, 
attacking Soviet Russia, under the belief that you favored it? 

^ The German people knew about the declaration of war on Russia after 
the war on Russia had started. The German people cannot be brought in in 
this connection. The German people were not asked, It was notified of the 
fact and of the reasons for that fact, 

" At what time did you know that the war, so far as achieving the 
objectives that you had in mind, was a lost war? 

A It is extraordinarily difficult to say that. According to my 
conviction, relatively late, and by that I mean at a late period of time 
the conviction grew within me that the war had been lost. Previous to tat 
time, I thought we would have a chance, and I was hoping for a chance, 

Q Well, in November 1941 the offensive in Russia broke down, did 
it not? 
^ That is not right at all, We had reverses because of adverse 
weather, and the aims that we had set out for were not won. The push- 
through of 1943 proved that a military collapse is not even to be thought of, 
Some corps which had advanced were thrown back, or were taken back, and the 
frost that set in before we expected it was the cause of all of this, 

Q You see, "relatively late!, the expression you used, does not 
tell me anything because I do not know what you regard as relatively late, 
Will you fix in terms either of events or time when it was that the conviction 
came to you that the war was lost? 

^ When the push-through of the Russian offensive of 12 January 19h3 . 
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advanced as far as^the Oder, and simultaneously the Ardennes offensive was 
not Successful, at that period of time, I thought -— and I could not think 
otherwise -= that slowly, in all possibility, à defeat would result. Before 
that period of time, I had always hoped that perhaps either at Weichsel -- the 
position would change toward the East or perhaps towards the West Wall and 
could be held until new weapons would be put in production and used in such 
strength so that the American air war could be weakened, 
Q Now, will you fix that by dates; you told us when it was by 
events, 
A I just said January 1945, middle or end of Jaruary 1945, At 
that point I saw no hope any longer. 
Q Do you want it understood that a a military man you did not 
res'ize until January of 1945 that Gurmany could not be successful in the war? 
i I have already said that we must differentiate two methods, to 
, end the war successfully and to end4t otherwise. At the period of time when 
we could do that there are two separate points. The fact that a defeat would 
take place == and I am concerned with the collapse of the date that I just 
mentioned, 
Q For some period before that, you knew that a successful termination 
of the war could only be accomplished if you could come to some kind of 
terms with the enemy; was that not true? 
A Yes, of cours, A successful termination of & war is only to 
be considered successful if I either conquer the enemy or through negotiations 
come to the conclusion that I am successful, That I would call a successful 
conclusion. 
The remaining conelusion is if I come to terms with the enemy through 
tiations and I do not achieve the result Which victory would have brought 
but which precludes a defeat on my part, That is an ending without victorious 
or conquered people, 
Q But you knew that it was Hitler's policy never to negotiate 


Lana 
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long as he was head of the government, the enemy would 


A 


cermeny, did 


tile propaganda emphasized that they would never negotiate with 


Hitler; that fact I knew. That Hitier did not wish to negotiate under 


Sut not in the same connections 


tons would have given him an 


3 


opportunity, but negstiating which would be completely without success, he 
the declaration c he Western Powers after the landinc in 
circumstances would the sotiate with Germany but were 


yy the resistance of Germany was 


3 


such, If I have no 


^» "p > Snr 
try by usin; 


German ci against the air atta X the Allies, did 


P 1 onl +. 1 
1d bomb attacks -- 


Can you not a les or No? Did you then 


you a 


know lost that. tne Germa 


air attack by the enemy? 


citi 
v Lv. 


"nich were continued against 


to you that they could not turn the tide of war and 


Lo effect a prolongation of what you then knew was a 


After January there were no attacks, 


except perhaps a plane at a time, because at that 


time I needed all of my 


fighters for defense. If I had had any bombers and cil, the, o f course, 


I would have used thcm up until the last minute to attack as reprisals for 
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attacks which wer being carried out on German cities. .It would not have 


had anytning to do with our chances, 


Q What about robot attacks, Were there any robot attacks after 


January 1915? 
A Heavens we still had weapons, weapon, that we could use, 
I have just set forth that as long as the fight wos going on, we had to give 
return blows and as a soldier I can only regret that we dic 
of these V-l's and V-2's, for this was the only means 
bring about c ing o e g atio £ the enemy attacks 
we were able to | age , theme 
Ànd there was no way vent the war going on as long as Hitler 
German governmei 
Hitler was the Fuchrer of the German people, he determined 
the war leadership. As long as the enemy threatened us 
with the fact that he would accept only unconditional capitulation, I fought 
up until the last breath, for that was tho only ing tl j left to me to 
perhaps have a chance to turn fate, even though it looked hopelesse 
the people of Gerhany who thought it w ime for the slaughter 


to stop had no means t » it except rev ition or assination of Hitler, 


if the revolution is 
at that period of time, 


uary 1945, would have brought about my succession. If the opponent 


Jan 
given me the same answer, an conditional surrender and those terrible 
jons which had been handed out, I would have continued fighting under 
all circunstances.s 
There was an ack on Hitle ife on 20 July 19h? 
Unfortunately, yese 
@ame a time in 1945 when Hitler made a will-in Berlin 
whereby he turned over the presidency to your co-defenda,t Admiral Doenitz 
You know about that? 


That is correct. I road of this testament here, 
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Q And the next n 


Hindenburg suspending 


hero, was it not? 


A I believe, yosSe 


Q Who ; Karl Ernst? 


A J Ernste--whether his first name wa 


the SA leader or fuehrer of Berlin. 


ånd who was Holldorf? 


Graf Helldorf, Count Helldorf, was a 


inc Heincs? 


Heincs was the SA leader of Silesia 


stress that »oiat, 


=r] 


it is known to 


bo DM Je 
e szeichs 


bumed the 
furnishec 


which was lepositod at a 


À stat tho SA loader Ernst I 


oment by 


published in the foroirn press 


TUE - " t A CT T. 
But thoro was such a passage 


was there nct? 


one side of the street 


the palace of the Reichstag ent» 


presic 


throuch, coal which was neoced in 


the 


ånd in any ovont, shortly efter this 


and without a 
is not correcte The 


Ernst was shot on the 


st the 


arod a putsch ag Fuehrer s 


preps [2^ vol. «f "a1 


statenents regarcing the 


Well 


he had bogu > make stat omen 


accused of burning the R 
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you, is it not, trot Ernst 


hance to toll his story, wasn't ho? 


‘other 


Lod of 
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to President von 
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leader of Berlin. 
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This accusation cam 
ot allered that I d e Reichstag sub that cid not concern me 


was not of advantare to m 


to fire the Reichstag er om the point of view of art that the builcing 


burned, anc did not wish to onstruct a now ones but I was sorry. But I 


forced to find a now nect ting plece for the R Reichstag meetings 
! not find one m l Opera building, the second state opcra, 


that purposee ånd it secs to me that the cpera was much more important 


than the 


Have you ever boasted of burning 


joke, if that is 
| to rival Nero eş 
toza carrying 
that was the j 
would heve been very unfortunate for the Germen people but very fortunate for 
ner 
you burned the Reichstag 


a hes rd, 


ny 
entire life. If I had fired the Reiehstacz I would have let that known to just ve 
very few people, 
all and about whom I 
uttered any statements to hin ha | an absolute distortion of the fact, 


ju remenber the luncheon on Hitler's birthday in 192 at the Kasino, 


headquarters of the Fue East Prussia? 


n't remember that, I will as at you be shown the affidevit 


of Genera .l Franz He » and I call ycur attention to his statements which may 


refresh your recollection, I reac its 


"On the occasion of common meal on the birt ,f the Fuchrer in 


1942, the people around the Fuchrer turned the conversation to the Reichstag 


1 


end its artidic volue. i heard with my om ecrs when Goering shcute 
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thet everything that is written down here is utter and complete nonsense, 
ws the Reichstag--I am that ones but the 
every representative i he Reichstage The 
central arena, and hundreds of thousances of 
I did. An utterance of that type is utter nonsense, 
‘ake that statement is entirely unj-understandable, to me 
feature how he wovld make such a statement. 
can you tell us what positi he held in the German Army? 
I know it very well, e was chief of the General Staff of the Army, 
and I repeatedly pointed out to the Fuehrer, after the war started, to 
find a chief who knew Something about such matters, 
Q Now, the Roehm purge you have loft a little indefinite, hat was 
it thet Roehm did for which he was sh t? hat acts did he commit? 


J 


at which the Fuehrer vas to 
revolution which was chiefly con- 

tho Officer Corps, and eve ything else which he 

reactionarye 
vidence 
sufficient evidence to tat effect. 
in any court where he would have a chance 
vas he? 
That is correcte He wanted to bring about an act of a revolutionary 


nature, and the Fuehrer considered it correct and right to choke 


thing in its beginnings not throuch a court, but through a beating=down 


of this revolt from the beginnings 
ere the names of the people who were killed in that purge, following 
arrcst of Reohm, ever published? 
the nan;s, yes, but not all of them, I 5elieve, 

Uho physically killed, if you know, Roehm? 

That I don't know, who personally carried out this 1etion.e 

To whar organization was the order 

That I don't know, The shooting of Reohm was decreed by the Fuchrer 
and not through me, for I was coinpetent--had ny surisdiction in northern 


Germany e 


S065 
5065 
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a4ndwho took into cust , who were destined to concentration 

and who were taken in? 

The police carried on the arrest of those who were 

those who had not been incrizinsted too strongly ane 

not know how far they were initiated into the plans or were 
initi^tcde Some of these people were taken in right 2way 

were released later one how many were arrested at that time 


DOLLCCe 


I assume Sce 
And if Milch testifticec 
Dach2u in 


since you 


ferently, and 
question or through 
stion whether Milch mea oy this seven hundred people thet he saw 


hundred with the member 


Milch 


for the 


one 


Catholic action 


Klausner wos am ng those wh. were shot, and ase of Klausner 
or requesting the Fuehrer to stop this n, for in my 

Klausner wé 

Lnd Strasser, wh seen the former numb wo man to Hitler 


Cisarreed with him in December 1932 -- Strasser 


i 
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1 Strasser wos not, as we say, the second man 2fter Hitler, He md 
an extraordinary important role before the taking over of power, that is, 
within the Party, but before the toking over of power he was banned from 
the Party. Strasser was participating “a this revolt, and he was also shote 
and when it got down to a point where there were only two left 
on the list yet to be killed you intervened and asked to have it stoppeds 
is that correct? 
No, thot is not entirely correct. I thought I had made myself 
clear, and I repeat nct when there were just two left I intervened, but 
when I saw that many were shot who were nct concerned with this matter 
at that point I intervened; and when I zid sc two personalities were left 
who had participated strongly and whose shooting the Fushrer hag decreed, 
one of whom the Fuehrer considered one of the chief instigators and about 
whom he was very, very much upsete | S"y I said to the Fuehrer, 
"Dispense with executing these two men ond top the whole thing immediately," 


1 


and it is to be understood that my statement is to be understood that W2Y e 
Vhat date was that? Did you fix the time? 
Yes, I can give you a definite time. 
decisive day was Saturday evening between six and seven. The Fuehrer ar- 
rive? by plane from Munich, and my request for stepping the action is to 


3 


placed on Sunday, between two three in the afternoon. 
4nd wht happened to the two men wh: were left on the list--were 
they ever brought to trial? 
Noe One, ^s far as I remember, was taken into a concentraticn 
camp, and the other was temporarily taken into a sort of house custocy, 
if i remember correctly. 
Going back to the time when you met Hitler, you said that he was 
had a sericus and definite aim; that he was not content with the 
Germany and with the Versailles Treaty; do you recall that? 
am very sorry, the translation was rather inadequate and I do 


not quite follow the question. I woncer if you would cere to repeat it? 


q 
Maybe it is th 


e question that is inadequate. When you met Hitler, 


as I understand your testimony, y-u found a man with a sericus and cefinite 
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aim, as you said, in tht he was nct content with the defeat of Germany 
in the previous war and was not content with the Versailles Treaty. 
^u did not quite understand me ccrrectly, for I did not 
ings i at ord I cid set forth that I noted thet Hitler had a 
definite view of the impctency of pretest; and as a second point that he 
was cf the opinion that Germany should be freed from the peace of Versailles, 
(^8 not only Adolf Hitler, every German, every patriotic German had the 


same feeling, and since I was a glowing patriot as a glowing patriot 


that the shame of Versailles was unbearable, and I identified myself with 


the man who thought the same as I, who saw the results which would come 
through Versailles, and that he perhaps would take thc right way to set 


this Treaty of Versailles aside. But everything that was said in the 


Treaty of Versailles, if I may sa 
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zive him our oath before he became Head of the State -- those of ns 


5 e 


considered themselves his inner leadership circles Ido not know and 
i cannot tell you just how the giving of the oath before the taking over of 
power was carried throughe The only thing I con toll you about is what I did, 


After a certain period of time, after I got to know the Fuehrer anc his 


personality, I save him my hand and told him "I wish t^ lock my fate with 
i v2 : v 3 


ome what may, for better or for worse; if it means my head, my head 


"and that is included today, here. 
uli answer three or four questions for me yes or no, than I 
will be quite willing to let you give your version of this thing. Inthe 
first place, you wanted a stronger German Stato to overcome the conditions 
of Versailles, 


Yes, we wanted a strong government disregarding Versailles, bu 


isido Versailles, tho State had to be str ng, for a weak Stato 


that, we knew from experience, 
Q And the Fuchrer!s principle you adopted because you thought it would 
serve the ends of a strong State? 
rrecte 
Q And on this ain, whi A one of the aims of the Nazi Party, to 


modify the conditions of Versailles was a public and notorious 


the pecple 
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gencrally joined -- it was one of your best means of getting people to join 
y y g S 


with you, was it not? 


A The Dictate of Versailles was of such a nature that] every German, 


in my opinion, was for its modification and there was no doubt that this 
was à strong inducement for joining 

Q Now, a number of the men who took part in this movement are not 
here and -= for the record -= there is no doubt in your mind, is there, that 
Adolf Hitler is dead? 

A I believe there is no doubt in thet connection, 

Q And the same is true of Goebbels? 

A Goebbels, I have no doubt about that for I know from Someone, 
whon I trust completely, who told me that he witnessed Goebbel!s death, 

Q And you have no doubt of the death of Himmler, h&ve you? 

A I am not exactly certain but I believe that you should bs all 
the more certain, for he died in your internment. I was not there, 

Q You have no doubt of the death of Heydrich, have vou? 

& I am definitely certain about that. 

Q And probably of Bormann? 

A I am not absolutely certain in this connection. I have no proof. 
I do not know but I assume so, 

Q And those are the chief persons in your testimony, who have been 
mentioned as being responsible == Hitler for everything; Goebbels for inciting 
riot against the Jews; and Hinmler, who deceived Hitler (this morning); 
and Bormann who misled him about his will? 

A His influence on the Fuchrer varied with time, The chief influence 
on the Fuehrer was, if I may mention influence on the Fuehrer at all, was up 


until the end of 191 or the beginning of 1942, and that chief influence was I. 


decreased speedily, All in all, I do not believe anyone had anywhere near the 
influence on the Fuehrer that I had, beyond or outside of myself. If there 

was influence from the beginning, in certain directions Goebbels, vith whom 

the Fuehrer was together quite a good deal --this influence varied tenporarily 
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and would be light at certain points and was increasingly large in the last 
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four years. A certain influence before the taking over of power -= Hess 

had influence before the taking over of power and efter the taking over of 
power, ani that is in his special ficld only. In the course of years Himmler'ts 
influence grew; after the end of 1944, this influence decreased rapidly 

and the decisive influence during the war on-the person of Hitler and 


especially from the year 1912 on, after Hess had been eliminated in 1941, and 


after a year had elapsed, that was influence by Bormann, but this was a 


astrously strong influence, 
Fuchrer had a very strong mustrust and Bormann was with hin 
constantiy and told him everything, pictured everything to him. That, in 


a rather sketchy way, I described the personalities who had influence on 


Hitler at one time or anotner temporarily. 
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Q You took over a special intelligence work in 1933 which was devoted 
to monitoring the telephone conversations of public offices and others inside 
and outside of Germany, Cid you not? 

a I have said that I had a detective system which "monitored", as 
you said, the telephore conversations of important foreigners to and from 
abroad, telegrams, wireless communications, which not only came from Germany 
and vent into foreign countries, but those that vent through Germany. 
Monitory of all phone convers:tions was; first, of all important fcreigners; 
second, important firms; and third, personalities who for any reason were 

cing supervised for political or police reasons. 

In order that no abuse on the part of the police went unpunishable, 

ffice, whic. was to monitor the telephone conversations, had to have my 
ion, and uncontrollable monitoring wis possible and is 


are aware that is being 


Those reports which the Fuehrerts office 
was interested 34 we ‘e releassd to the Fuchrer!s office. Those reports which 
were important to the Fuchrer went to the Fuehrer, and 
were important to the milit:ry went to the Minis cry ci 
ministry, or whichever might be involved. 

My deputies anc Geciced whic! : was tc sent to each office, 
was aman who was responsible that these secret reports went to the 
I could decree that these reports would be for my own 
ise wouic come into possession of them, 

lifficulty with other police authorities 

possession of iiis instrument, did you not? 


4 That is correct. It is correct that the police were interested 


in getting this instrument into their hands, but they did not receive it, and 


perk.ps now and then they dic some Similar monitoring, but the decisive 
monitcring which was cone through my authority, that I could only decrze,. 
Q You have listened to the evidence .f the prosecution against all 


have you not? 
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Q Is there any act of any of your co-defendants which you claim 
was not responsible, necessarily, to carry out the plans of the Nazi Party? 

A Those are just assertions of the prosecution and they are not 
facts which have been proven, and if these assertions are mentioned, 
say that quite & few &cts were.not necessary. 

Q Will you specify which acts, of which defendants, you Claim, were 
beyond the scope of the principle of the Nazi Party? 

A It is a very cifficult question which is almost impossible to answer 
without proof or reference to my records, 

DR. STAHMER (Counsel for the Defendant Goering): Mr. President, I 
object to that question. I co not believe that jucgment in such a general 
Scope can be answered, 

THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Justice Jackson, the Tribunal thinks that the 
question is somewhat too wid 
BY MR. JUSTICE JACKSON: 

2 You have said that the program of the Nazi Party was to rectify 
certain injustices which you considered in the Trzaty of Versailles, and I 
ask you whether it is not the fact that your program went considerably beyond 
any matter dealt with in that Treaty? 

A The program contained a number of other points which were not 
concerned with the Treaty of Versailles, 

Q I call your attention to a statement in Mein Kampf, which reads 
as follows 

"The boundaries of 191) do not mean anything for the future of the 
German nation, They did nct represent either a defense of the past nor did 
they represent a power in tne future. The German people were not supported ., 
nor do these battles appear, from a militarystandpoint, appropriate or 
militarily fair." 

Thst is all true,is it nct? 

^ I would have to re-read the original passages to determine if it is 


exactly as you have read it, I assume what you have read is correct, but we 


are concerned here with a notation in a public work and not with a party progra 


Q The first country tc be absorbed by Germany was in Austria and not 
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a part of Germany before the first World'"ar and had not been taken from 
Germany ii the first var, is that correct? 

The program said clearly and definitely -- it is concerned with 

illes only since, in this case, such determination which had been 


n 


proclaimed had been influenced fter it was denied. 


Q 


These were not taken by Germany by the Tre 





A 


nor were they part of Germany before the first World War? 
Concerning these territories, the samo applies to them as applied to 


app 
Austrias As far as we are concerned with Bohemia and Moravia bcfagpo the 
Versailles Treat, they were not considered part of tho German land, but 
before that time they were connected with the German Roich, 

Q You still have not answered my question although you have answered 
everything clsee ‘Were these territorios nct taken? 

Cf course austria, through the Versailles Treaty, was taken awaye 
Those territorios, with the Treaty of Versailles and the Treaty of Ste Germain 
could have become German property through the determination right of the 
pecplee 

Q You have testified, have you not, on interrogation, that it 
Hitler's conviction that the United States would never go to war even if they 
were attacked, and he thought the isclationists of that country would keep 
it out of any war? 

This interrogation must be entirely incorrect and that is the reason 
why I refused, om tho beginning, to give my oath before the German 
interrogatories without having scenthe German notes so that I could determine 
whether these translations wore correcte Only once, during these 
intorrogations, did I receive a copy, a correct transcript of what I said, an 
I signed it page by page, This was a Russian transcripte And I know these 
pagos, 

I would like to clarify this statement. I said that the Fyehrer aid 
that he did not believe in the beginning that America would intervene in the 
war, but I, on the cther hand, from the beginning, was of the opinicn that 
haptiee, under any circumstance, would intcrvene in the ware 

If you will permit my saying so, I never made any such statemcnte 

Do you know Wannegrinn? 

He is a Swede whom I have scen two or three timese 

fou talked with him about this ubject, have you not? 

About the subject of imerica entering the war, no. I talked about 
other matterse 

Q You told him that a democracy could not mobilize 4 would not fight, 


didn't you? 
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Q You have testified on interrogation, if I understand you 
correctly that there were at all times two basic ideas in Hitlerts mind, 
ally :;imself with Russia and seek increase in living Space through 
ition c7 colonies, or to ally himself with Pritain and seek accuis 
f territories in the eas But in view of his orientati on, he would 
rery much preferred to ally himself with Great Britain, is that true? 
correct, uld like to refer to the book "Mein Kempf ," 
where these things were est: bi'shod by Hitler, 
Now, us erly as 1933 you began a real program to rearm Germany 
regardlcss of any treaty limitations, did vou not? 
Taat is not correct, 
Wien you sturtec 
After our su gestions of disarianent were refused = the suggestions 
is, after our ceparture from the disarmament conference, 
mace several sugrsstions to limit, but these suggestions were not taken 
Seriously, and at that point he undertook to rearm, At the end o2 1933 some 
Slight preparat..ons were retard by me as far as a: concerned, and per- 
direction of a uniformed police I took over the 
the sesponoibilit; for that personally, 
fell, then, the militarization of the police auxiliary was not a 
It was your personcl affair What do you nean by that? 
Jour paruon. ot the awriliary + tne Schutzpolizei, 
fo meant we had a police which wore uniforms, which was concerned 
matters, of punishing; snd, second, which were grouped in forma- 
vhich were ~t disposal. but which were not createi by us which were 
w^on we took over Dover, But these were in units. and the armed 
itzpolizei had ba. Tracks, mace and strengthened a mi} itary instruncunt 
of that branch, ^n that I took them, removed them from Police duties, 
id them militar ly, and gave then heavier munitions, I meant that that was 
These formations were taken into the Wehrr^cht as regi lar 


rehrnackht. 


to ask you ome questions from your interrogation of the 17th 


sy oi October, 1945. I 431 first read you the questions and answers 23 they 
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appear in the interrogation, and I shall then ask vou wh.ther you gave 


u 


those answers, anü then you can make the explanations if you desire, I 


assune, The inierre zations “eads: 
I waitec to ask 3 

the period. Wher was the armamen progran first discussed, that is, the 
Pccrmanont program? What 

Answer; Immediately; in 2933, 

mestion: In other words, Schacht had assumed | cbligation at that 
time nlre^dy to raise funds for the rearmouent program? 

4 Swer: Yes, Brt, of course, in cooperation with the j 
Finance, 


ues’ ion: Durin: the > ears 19 o 193 before genorol conscription 


ally, the reromanent was a seer st rearmament, was it not? 


iat were used outside of the budget would 
be raised by some secret means not to Lo known to foreign nations? 
answer: Yes, unless they coulc be raise} from normal army funds, 
Question: That is tc Y u had & small budget for the standing 
100,000-nan army which wes >; fett rest of the roormament had to be 


from secret sources? 


* Aana "^" ASA g os tare M wc "^ cy 0 3 
ons and dia you rive these answers, in 


aS to when rearna 
It ha, 
| Wer. sure £t ouce that 
&overnnent than others, That is to 
if they do not disarm, that we should i 
The conclusion of the discussion an ~eorgsnication into a clear 
| out after all a tempts to disarm the others ho^ failed, As 


47 


ne iiehnrer lad reecznized that his proposals were not beins accepted 
under any circumstances, xf scurse a gradusi rearmament cot underway, Fe had 


no reason about wiatevor we dic in the vay of arcament tc inform the werld 
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about it, We had no obligation to do thet or was it opportune, 
in the year 1933, in the beginning, could not raise 
funds, because in tla beginning he had no function. That also referred to 


later date, And here it was - matter of course that the funds be raise 
through the ifinister of Finance. ang the President of the Reichsbank, 
accoa ding to the orders of the ;uchrer, 


We left no doubt that if the other side would not disarm we had to 


reame That was clearly expressed in our articles since 1921, and, there- 


rore, for all the world, 
Isn't it a fa it on the 21st of liny, 1935, by a secret decree, 
Schacht wns nan cd P’.enipotentiary for tho War Economy? 
À The date, if you will kincly road the decreo to me, I could tell 
you exactly, I ^o not have the dates in my head, esrociolly if they do not 
heave anything to do with crsonilly, but that c:n be scon from the decree, 
Q At any ev. hortiy after he was named he Sucgestcd you as come 


1 


missioner for war m terials and foreign currency, didn!t ho? 
after his eppcintier 

then that appointi.ent could have t-ken place only in 1926, because only in 
December of 1936, lx. together with the war ministcr von Blomberg, 
made the proposals cr sec 3tio:ns tha he i b Je Comuissar for raw 
materials and forei-n 

| didn't sive this answer to the American 
intcrrogator on the 10%h day of October, 1945, referring to Schacht: 

He rade the suggestion that I was to become the commissioner for 
war materials and foreign cur: sncy. He had the idea that in that position 
I coulc give the minister for economics and the president of the Reichsbank 
valuable svpport, 

Now, did you give that answer, and is tht information correct? 

Once more. please, 

Referring to Schacht, the record shows that you said: 

He made the suggestion that I was to become the c wauissioner for 
war materials anc foreign currency, He had the idea that in that position 

r economics and the president of the Reichsbank 


valuable support, 
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bsolutely correct, with the exception of the word 
"Reichstag", That ought to be president of the Reichsbank, 

Q Yes, That is the way I have it, 

It sounded like Reichstag president over the earphones, 

(Reading) Moreover, he was very outspoken in the suggestion that 

\ , 


he and Blomberg made that I was to be put in charge of the Four Year Plane 
o P = 


idea that Schacht had there is that I myself did not know very 


much about economy anc that he could very well hide in the protection of nz 
€ a 


broad back, 
her day quite cle^rly, 
and Schacht collsbornated for some time 


24. 
å 


in preparing a rearmament program i you not? 


Y 
I worked from that time on together with Schacht in economie 


Arn 


matters as for as the entire German economy was neerned, and 
armament economy, and, of course, 2s a prerequisite for the est: 


m 


the German Arnye 





RIA UM, 


Q And you and he had some jurisdictional diiswone ss and eyanuted an 
agreement setting up different spMeres of authority, did you not? 

Yos, 

9 And that was in 1937 on the 7th of July, right? 

À On that day a certain suggestion was mace which did not create any- 
thing finzl. That was in the background of the personalities and the two 
positions, I, Plenipotentiary for the Four Year Plan, Schacht as Presicent 
of the Reichsbank, bcth of us had great possibilities of influencing German 
economy, In the case of Schacht he was a very strong personality anc whilst 
not wanting to overemphasize my importance and disregarding whether we were 
friends or not, on the basis of the two positions we had to get into diffi- 
culties and one or the other had to cece finally. 

Q And there enme a tine when he left the iinistry of the Reichsbank? 

First he resigned from the Ministry of Economy in November 1937 and 
as much as I know as President of the Reichsbank he resigned at the end of 
1938 but I ccula not be certain about that date, 

Now, there was no disagreement between you and him that the program 
of rearmanent shou be carried through, was there? You disagreed as to 
nethods of doi 

for Mr. Schacht that as a good German, of course, he was 
ready to put all his strength and ability at the disposal of Germany to re- 
establish Germany as a strong nation and differences could only have occurred 
with regard to methods because neither Mr, Schacht nor I prepared for a war of 
aggressione 

And after he left the rearmament work he remained as a ilinister with- 

ortfolic and set in tne Reichstag for sometime, did he? 


chat is correct, The Fuehrer desired that specifically and I believe 


he wanted to express his gratitude to Schacht in that way, 


Q and do you recall a time when you considered the calling 
fifteen year olds, the conseription of fifteen year olds? 


During the war you mean? 


Yes, 


That is with the Air Force, with the Luftwaffe os auxiliaries, 
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were fifteen or sixteen years old, I con't remember that exactly, which were 


l82inrceh-4-2:10-20-2 


called as auxiliaries for the Air Force, 
| ask you be shown Document 3700 PS (U.S... Exhibit 780) and 
ask you whether ycu received from Schacht the letter of which th^t is a carbon 


ovr 
Cc tod 


(Doeu.cnt shown t. witness) 

Yes, I have received th^t letter, The date is not given here, that 

year, That is miss from the copy. 

Could you fix, approximately, the date of its receipt? 

It says here 3rd of November, but according to the incident described 
on the other side, on the back, I assume it must be !43. On this copy the year 
is not given but I believe it is the year 1943 when I received 

Q Did you reply to Document 3700 PS (Exhibit U.S.A. 

I could not say that today with certainty 
Q Now, the Fov car Plan had as its purpose to put the entire economy 
state of rendiness for w did it not? 

I have explaine ad two tas! irst to xssure German 

conomy against crise hat is to say to make it independent of difficulties 
export and nutrition problems, Second, 

any blockade, that i say, based on the experience of the First jj | War, 

to make sure that an de would not have the disasterous consequences 

that the first one had But thet the Four Year Plan in this respect was a 

basic prerequisite for the reestablishment of the armament industry, goes with- 

out saying. Without it rearmament could not have taken place, The armament 


industry ej X have been reorganized, 


h 


answer, if pos », did you not say in a letter 


December, 1936, that you saw it to be your 


| words == "within four years put the German economy in a 
jS for wor"? Did you say that or didn't you? 
Of course I 
9 Now, do your ecsll tho report of Blomberg in 1937 in which, and you 
may cxomine if you wish Document ( 2 175, in which he starts his report by saying: 


"The geacz general politicel position justifics the supposition that 


Germany not consider an attack from any side"? 
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(Doeuaent shown to witness) 

That may have been probable for that woment. The situation of 
Germany in 1937, I c: qered that the most quiet one, At that period, at that 
time the general situation wes quite peaceful. But that had nothing to 
with the fact that I felt obliged, independent of changing difficulties and 
differences, to make the German economy ready against crises or blockades which 
could have been brought sbout by war anc one year later incidents of a diffefent 
nature occurred, 

Q Well now, doesn't Blomberg continue: 

"Grouhdás for this are, in addition to the lack of desire for war in 
almost all nations, particuiarly the western powers, the deficiencies in the 
preparedness for war of a number of states snc of Russia in particular? 

That was the situation in 1937, was it not? 

That is the way Horr von Blomberg saw the situstion. Concerning the 

for war in Russia Her on Blomberg i he sre way as all the 
representatives of our Reichsweh ju med Fe S, was in error contrary to 
the opinions which had been added on her sices concerning the armament in 


t the Fuohror!s, not 


Comnmander-in-Chief cf the .riaed 

Forces on the 24th of June, 1937, was 

That is correcte 

You organized 

ichte 
ant the Hermann Goering Works .S concerned with putting Germany in 
of rendiness tir wer, wes *t not? 
A No, that is not right. The Hermann Goeri wz Works were concerned first 

exclusively with the improvement of production of Geman iron ore le area 
of Salzgitter near Oberpfalz and efter the annexation iustric with the iron 


ore procuction in .ustria, The: Hermann Goering Works first established im- 


provenent on mines anc foundries, Only much later steel works and roll ing mills 


were added, anc that is to say basic industry first, 


E 


^ ^ $ 
0 
OUOLI 
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Ihe Hermann Goering Y 


That is rizht, 


id you nave ^ ea Yon nat the Pour Year Plan ahd as its 


to for war; that the Hermann C ering 


Works was organized to exploit ore niinine anc iron smelting resources anc tc 


carry the process through to completed guns anu tanks, was it not? 
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The Hermann Goering Works had at first no armanent 


works of their own, only, as I have to say again, the basic product, 


raw steel, 
Q Well, at all events, you continued your efforts and on the 
Sth of November 1943, you mace a speech describing those efforts to the 
auleiters in the Fuehrer Building at Munich, is that right? 
I don't know the date, but around that time I made a short 
connection with other speoches made to the Gauleiters. As 
far as I remember it was about the situation in the air and also 
yoe the armament situation. I do not remember the words of that 
I have not be asked about it since, but the 


me remind vou if won uean thasa torme rofnaal 
me remina you ii you used these verms, reiresn 


countries had split their air arms up into army and navy air forces 


9 


had considered the air arm primarily as a necessary and important 


e r 


auxiliary of the other branches of the forces In consequence, they 


relaxed the instrument which is alone capable of dealing concentratec 
‘ective blows, namely, the 


ie very outset, 


the hostile areas with strate-ic effec while a lesser portion of 


*he air force, consisting of Stuki 
went into action on the front line in 
great results were achieved by these tactics 


we attained at the very beginning of the war through this moder 


I said that under all circumstances, 
is still more decisive, I acted like that, too. But in order 
to be sure that this is understood correctly would like to explai 
19 =t IKE Y exp ain 


it briefly. 6086 
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In this statement I dea 


still debated today 


z l^ a Ax à > = 
say: shall the force be 


air 


tha 
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be understood distribution t 


le! 1b Wo 


Mu 
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Hk 


and navy we 


"strong," and I explainod 


that only operat: 


G DP 


AN t 
Aid not 


emind you of thi 
à Suojo 
urself, 


"I have been under the impression 


v ae 4 
X Ou 


occupation the Rhineland, he, Goo 


LC 


1 


1 s aie A 1.4 TA 
Jos would icad to war," 


remember that? 


vw ap w $ A = 
And was it true 


or 


No, I did not want 


a 


avoid war in according 


sword has peace," 
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alt with two separ 


nations with 
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2 testimony of the witness Milch 


iN 


^ 
ave 


opinions of 


and not quits clear, 


navy and part of 
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akes place 
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Over 
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force, and I underlinec 
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taken, how we 
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portion between two and four- 
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the two-motored 


"arn 


ur-motored 


worn in 
10t heard you 
at the tine 


of 


ing, was worried that Hitler's 


or mistaken, perhaps I should 


» and I saw the best possibility to 


to the well known principle, 
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Q You are still of that opinion? 
I am of that opinion today because I soo the complica 
existence moro than ever. 
true, as iilch said, that you wore 
hitler's policies would load to war at tho time of the 


the Rhineland? 


that is armed c 
r last statement. 
he statement by Milch, that I was worried that 
of the Fuchrer 
worried that war as such would 
to avoid it, not in the sense that the 


d 


load to it, because tho Fuchrer also out his program 


I Rus " 3 so dis n ^" 44 * 
Dy agreements and diplomatic action. 


pation, was worried 


Lons., Just the samo, it 


nothing happened, the next step wa 
that one ca © brought in 
austria would never have caused mo worrics 
occupation, because the occupation of 
tho Rhincland-=well, ould believe that a repercussion would 
occur from abroad after 
reunion of two brother nations was not clear to me. I did not expect 
that, especially since Italy, who always made believe that she had a 
vital interest, was climinated, England and France had no business to 
be concerned about the unicn, so there I did not see the danger of a 
War. 
Q I ask you just a few questions about Austria. You said that 
you and Hitler had deep regret about the death of Dollfuss, and I ask 


you if it is 2 fact that Hitler put up a plaque in Vienna in honor 


of the men who murdered Doll fuss, and went and put a wreath on their 
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Can't you answer that 


noithor answor it with yo D Lf havo to say 
I cannot say a because I don't 
I cannot say, "No didut c 
u 3 
that I heard about that here and never before 
Seyss-Inquart camo to you and to the 


state Keppler, and vou had some nozot 
È ? e I] 


an independent 


Wats 


‘LUS OL 


Hitl 


Ju 


1nquart i 


wanted it, but that 
that timo tho 
Chancellors nip bocau he was in tho Govermne 


L 


nquart become Chancellor of austria with 


understanding that ho was to surrende his country to Ge 


ld be independent, have an 





rese 
DG 


solutior 


the 


3 
nn 
Cub lo 


I 


ab any 


ath 
A Usu or 


r 


-aria y 
“acn 


that 


in 


tro 


yarra 
L VC UL 


carri 


dope: lo 


AERA UL 


H0086 — 0073 


the moment when the 


4^ 


t the Fuchrer himself still 
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+ H - Fdo s 
whether a permanent union 


now 


ys a 
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I personally 


ar-reaching enougi for an absolut 


annexatio 
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Seyss-Inquart's attitude at that 
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that his attitude wou 
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therefore, I vas very much s^tisfio: 
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Correction of transcript = 18 Mar - M 


Page 6048 is corrected to read as follows:- 


heir opinion was purcly profo 
naif examined all the possibilities of the waging of a war and 
Its attitude towards its own activity was one -- and I 

== Which was very re’ ng and modest. At this time I 

fact that most of the office staff had come from the 

Reichswehr and that through the 15 years of its development its orientation 
not boon toward the waging of ware Those men were 

they could not well imagine in general their waging a ware Thus, the 
Gonoral Staff of the army was much more modest in this regard, almost 


mpares it with zenoral staffs in generale 





